[Comparative expression of 2 intermediate filament proteins, peripherin and the 68 kDa neurofilament protein, during embryonal development of the rat].
Peripherin, an intermediate filament protein, was originally detected by biochemical methods in the neurons of the peripheral nervous system. We now studied its expression and cellular localization by immunocytochemical methods in the developing rat embryo, and compared them with the expression and localization of the 68 kDa neurofilament protein. It appears that peripherin is expressed not only in the neurons of the peripheral nervous system, but also in some well defined neuronal populations of the central nervous system. These results focus on the questions of the phylogenetic origin and of the function of peripherin.